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The Flood
Introduction
The tale of Ovid's Metamorphoses is a story described in the Greek style of the flood tale in the bible. The Greek-style views the flood as a way of punishing the man by the gods. The tale explains Deucalion's and Pyrrha's story (Griffin 1992, 39-41). The tale is presented in different documents in Greek and Roman.   In the Holy Bible, specifically the Old Testament, the calamity of the flood was associated with the true God who had been angered by man because of their sins. The biblical story tells the story of Noah and the Arc. The story is found in the book of Genesis of the Bible. 
Ovid's Metamorphoses versus the Bible
In the tale by Ovid, the flood was caused by Jupiter because of the evil deeds of human beings. Jupiter heard of the bad things done by man and He decided to come to the earth to get the true picture. When He landed on the earth, he paid a visit to Lycaon who welcomed Him. Lycaon committed two evils.  First, he planned to kill Jupiter, and secondly, he made flesh from humans for the feast. Jupiter got angry and therefore went back and communicated His wish of damaging all the creatures living on earth including human beings (Griffin 1992, 45-48). Comparing this to the story of the bible, the flood was caused by the true God who had been angered by the sins of man as evidenced in the Old Testament from the book of Genesis. 
The reason why the true God decided to bright the flood disaster was as a result of the bad ways of the man who had made the earth corrupt and violent and followed his own ways which were not pleasing before God (Smith 2015, 242-245). This angered God and as a result, He wanted to punish the whole Earth by causing the floods.  On the other hand, Jupiter's anger to causing the great flood was as a result of the one man Lycaon, who committed evil before Jupiter. Jupiter took Lycaon to represent the whole earth and generalized it as evil and corrupt. For Jupiter flood was the only punishment that the people deserved for they had gone to a point of even provoking Him and threatening to kill Him. This is because Jupiter knew that there was to come a time when the universe would be destroyed by fire. He, therefore, wanted to end that era by floods.  From the Old Testament point of view, the people were disobedient they could not change their ways even after being warned. This raised the anger of God to a point that He had to destroy the earth completely (Smith 2015, 259-261). 
From the book of Ovid, Metamorphoses, Deucalion and his wife Pyrrha survived the flood. Deucalion and Pyrrha survived the flood because Deucalion had been warned by his father about the great flood. As a result, he made a boat that carried him, his wife Pyrrha, and their daughter. When the floods came, the whole earth was covered by water except for Deucalion and Pyrrha (Griffin 1992, 50-52). On the other hand, Noah obtained favor from God and he survived the flood.  Noah was the only person who got favor from the Eyes of God. He was righteous before God and that is why God communicated to him to build the arc which was to save him from the calamity. Noah used the arc to survive the flood while Deucalion and his wife Pyrrha used the boat to survive. Noah's ark was occupied by eight people: Noah, his wife, sons, and his son's wives compared to the boat which had only three persons: Deucalion, his wife, and daughter. 
Animals were also included in Noah's ark but for the Deucalion's boat, no animals were present, only the three persons. According to Genesis, the flood was in form of heavy rains from heaven which was accompanied by thunder and lightning while in the Metamorphoses, began the punishment by sending a thunderstorm to the house of Lycaon and by turning Lycaon into a wolf. This was followed by him opening sky and sea waters together leaving the whole earth occupied and covered by floodwaters. 
In the Bible, God Himself communicated about the flooding calamity to Noah and instructed him to build an ark while in the Metamorphoses, Deucalion's father warned him of the flood calamity that was to end the Bronze Age. Jupiter sends the wind from the North which dispersed the clouds hence calming the waters and this marked the end of the floods. In Genesis, the rain lasted for forty days and forty nights (7:12) after which Noah opened the window and send out birds to confirm whether the land was dry (Smith 2015, 260-262). After the rain was over, Noah's ark landed on the Ararat mountains while Deucalion's boat landed on the mountain of Parnassus. 
The book of Genesis tells that after the flood was over; God again communicated to Noah and ordered him to take his wife, his sons, and his son's wives and all the living creatures back to the earth where they were to multiply and to repopulate the earth again. On the other hand, Deucalion and Pyrrha got out of their boat when it landed on the mountain of Parnassus only to find that they were the only ones left and they began to produce their offspring (Griffin 1992, 54-56).  Both Genesis and Metamorphoses provide that different forms of worship were performed. For Noah, he constructed an altar for God and also offered burnt sacrifice. Deucalion and Pyrrha paid a visit to the Themis temple where they asked help to rebuild and repopulate mankind. 
Conclusion
In both the Bible and the Metamorphoses, the flood calamity was a form of punishment to man due to his lack of obedience to their God or gods. In both tales, only two families were chosen to survive the calamity and to ensure the continuity of mankind.  In the book of Genesis, the family of Noah was saved from the flood by God who had informed him before its occurrence while in the Metamorphoses, Deucalion and his wife Pyrrha survived the flood because Deucalion had been warned of the calamity by his father and therefore made a boat which saved them.  The two stories are related. They describe a similar story of the flood.  The only difference is that the tale in the book of Metamorphoses is written in the version of Greek and Roman (Griffin 1992, 39-41). 
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